
Herron High School - 2010 English Department Summer Reading  
Due for all Grade Levels:  The first day of class, the week of August 17th 
 

Why summer reading? 
High schools with high academic expectations encourage and promote year-round learning and the 
reinforcement and strengthening of reading and writing skills by instituting summer reading selections. As a 
classical, liberal arts high school that is preparing students for entrance into college, Herron High School 
recognizes the value in and importance of summer reading as a means of not only improving reading and writing 
skills, but also as a way of helping to prepare students for standardized assessments such as the SAT, ACT, 
ISTEP/ECA, and AP exams. 
 
Where students have choice in what they read this summer, they (and their parents) are encouraged to research 
the selections to help make the most appropriate decisions about what to read (based on content and difficulty). 
Not all books on all lists are of equal difficulty and some books might contain content that some parents and 
students would find objectionable. Students and parents are encouraged to contact their English teachers if they 
have questions or concerns. In addition, book reviews and synopses are available at many locations on the 
internet, including www.amazon.com. 
 
What do I do? 
 All students will read the literature on the appropriate lists below and will complete reading response journals in 
the format outlined at the back of this packet.  Additional assignments may be required at each grade level.  All 
students can expect an assessment over the summer reading at the start of school.   
 
How do I obtain a book?  
Students are responsible for obtaining their own summer reading books. Many materials can be ordered or 
purchased “used” through www.amazon.com and Half Price Books. While especially helpful for AP classes, 
students do not have to own a copy of their books; they are encouraged to utilize their local libraries.  Students 
who are having difficulty locating the appropriate books should contact the Herron High School main office; some 
copies of the texts are available for loan at the school.   
 
Why these selections? 
Herron High School’s English department is dedicated to following the Art History Timeline through literature.  
During the four years students spend at Herron, they will explore classic texts from many cultures through the 
ages.  Look for specific explanations for texts at each grade level.   
 
Originality and Plagiarism 
All work is expected to be original and the student’s own. Students who rely on information from online sources 
such as www.sparknotes.com or who are found to have used content from internet or other outside sources in 
their Summer Reading Project without giving credit to those sources risk failure on the assignment and  additional 
disciplinary consequences. 
 
Questions? 
Contact your instructor or call (317) 232-0010 if you have any questions about the literature selections or assignment. 
 
English 9:  kdorsey@herronhighschool.org 
English 10:  kcarver@herronhighschool.org 
English 11:  kbasile@herronhighschool.org 
English12:  dpappas@herronhighschool.org 
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Grade 9 
Why These Selections?  
The 9th grade literature is based on texts and themes from ancient civilizations, including a study of origins, myth and 
folklore, and dominant literary archetypes.  One of the earliest archetypal patterns, represented in the ancient 
Mesopotamian work The Epic of Gilgamesh, is the bond of friendship – to the extent of brotherhood.  The English 9 
summer reading texts explore this unique, and very ancient, relationship as well as the inherently human quest for 
identity and enlightenment.   
All English 9 students must read the following selection and complete a reading journal:  

- The Chosen – Chaim Potok 
o The Chosen is a modern classic that explores the trials and value of true friendship while also presenting 

an enlightening and challenging picture of the spiritual quest for identity.  

Additionaly, all students interested in being considered for English 9 Honors should also read: 
-  Siddhartha – Hermann Hesse 

o Siddhartha is an allegorical novel of a young Indian priest on a quest for personal 
enlightenment, becoming eventually .  It is a text steeped in the mysticism of Hindu tradition, 
and an excellent companion piece for the themes and content of The Epic of Gilgamesh.   

_____________________________________________________________________________Gr

Grade 10 

Why These Selections?  

The 10th grade year has been set aside to study the classic texts of the Ancient Greek and Roman cultures, which forms the 

basis for all Western culture, writing, and thought.  The school year begins with a study of the classic epics of these Ancient 

cultures; therefore, our summer reading selections lead us directly into themes related to war, heroism, and the classic 

journey of discovering who and what we are.  We hope you will enjoy reading these texts and look forward to discussing 

them with you in class.    

 All English 10 students must read one of these three selections: 
- The Alchemist – Paulo Coelho 

o A novel destined to be a classic because of its archetypal themes, the heroic journey to self-
discovery found in The Alchemist echoes the journey of Odysseus.    

- The Red Badge of Courage – Stephen Crane 
o An American war novel that parallels the themes of the Iliad, Crane’s classic explores the 

psychological effects of war and man’s inhumanity to man.  
- **The Life of Pi – Yann Martel 

o A modern novel which pairs a young boy and a tiger in the quest to survive, while questioning the 
very heart of religion, self, and man’s existence.   

** Students enrolled in English 10 Pre-AP must read The Life of Pi by Yann Martel.and one additional selection from this 
list.  You will also create two reading logs. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grade 11  
Why These Selections?  
The 11th grade year has been set aside to study the classic texts of the Medieval and Renaissance periods.  The entire 
curriculum centers on a study of the Vitruvian Man, questioning who and what contributes to the formation of self. We 
hope you will enjoy reading these texts and look forward to discussing them with you in class.    
All English 11 students not taking AP Language and Composition will read and complete reading response journals for 
two of the four following texts: 

 
- The Gunslinger [The Dark Tower, Book 1] – Stephen King 

o A modern novel that parallels eschatological literature of Dante filled with symbolism and allusions to 
classical literature. [Please note that this novel contains content which some readers may find 
objectionable.] 



- The Invisible Man – H.G. Wells 
o A classic work of Victorian era science fiction that operates as both an examination of the complicated 

and conflicted nature of knowledge and a critique of social class.  
- Fever 1793- Laurie Halse Anderson 

o A work of historical fiction that relates (through the voice of a female protagonist) the 1793 yellow 
fever outbreak in Philadelphia, to the widespread impact of the bubonic plague on 14th century Europe. 

- Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde – Robert Louis Stevenson 
o A short, allegorical novel that, like Shakespeare’s Macbeth, confronts the psychologically-rich issue of 

the divided self. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Grade 11 - AP Language and Composition  
Why These Selections?  
The 11th grade year has been set aside to study the classic texts of the Medieval and Renaissance periods.  The entire 
curriculum centers on a study of the Vitruvian Man, questioning who and what contributes to the formation of self.  In 
addition, much of AP Language includes non-fiction reading and writing; therefore, it only makes sense to begin this with 
the summer reading curriculum.  We hope you will enjoy reading these texts and look forward to discussing them with you 
in class.    
 All AP Language and Composition students will read and complete reading response journals for all three of the 
following texts: 
 

- Thank You For Arguing:  What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us About the Art of 
Persuasion – Jay Heinrichs 

o A non-fiction selection that studies and details the art of rhetoric through the analysis of classic to 
modern speakers and writers. 

- Frankenstein – Mary Shelley 
o A classic British gothic novel that explores conflict of science and religion, alienation, and extensive 

literary motifs.    
- Grendel – John Gardner 

o A modern spin on Beowulf, the tale of the oldest and most terrifying monster in literature, told in his 
own perspective.    

 

 

Grade 12  
Why These Selections?  

The English 12 curriculum spans from the 18th century to modern day, and covers a wide range of themes and 
genres - poetry, essay, drama, short story, and novel.    
All English 12 students must read two books: 

-          The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald 
o An American classic, The Great Gatsby explores the spirit of the “American Dream,” but it also represents a 

significant shift in literary style that took place in the early 20th Century.  From iconic symbolism to narrator 
trustworthiness, The Great Gatsby provides excellent fodder for students practicing complex literary 
analysis.   

                              … and one of these two selections: 

-          In the Time of the Butterflies – Julia Alvarez 

o In the Time of the Butterflies is an entrée into the diversity of 20th Century world literature. The daughter of 
Dominican exiles, Julia Alvarez is the pre-eminent Latina author of the 20th Century. In the Time of the 
Butterflies explores the modern literary theme of isolation and the role of women in society, and centers on 
the power of individuals to make a difference. Written in the voice of multiple female protagonists, In the 
Time of the Butterflies also exposes readers to a fresh approach to writing and critical reading. 



OR 
-          The Autobiography of Malcolm X – Alex Haley 

o Written by one of the foremost African American biographers of all-time. The Autobiography of Malcolm X 
explores the archetypal journey of an African American man as he travels from the Harlem Renaissance 
through the Civil Rights movement. This important literary work sheds light on the male struggle for 
identity and meaning and is a catalyst for practicing critical reading and making cross-disciplinary 
connections. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grade 12 – AP Literature and Composition  
Why These Selections?  

The AP Lit curriculum is developed with both the AP standards and the Art History timeline in mind.  Thus, texts 
for this class span from the 18th century to modern day, and cover a wide range of themes and genres - poetry, 
essay, drama, short story, and novel.  Students learn to view literature from standardized critical lenses, including 
psychological, historical, biographical, feminist, and Marxist approaches.   The texts chosen for AP Lit summer 
reading provide rich opportunities for this level of analysis.    
 Students in AP English 12 Literature and Composition should read ALL THREE of the following texts:  

 
- How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster (Many students may have read this text in the 

summer before taking AP Language and Composition.  If so, revisit this text thoroughly, as we will reference it 
throughout the year.) 

o This is an increasingly popular companion text for college-level literature courses; it is an instructive and 
entertaining introduction to the art of literary analysis.  

- The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
o An American classic, The Great Gatsby explores the spirit of the “American Dream,” but it also represents a 

significant shift in literary style that took place in the early 20th century.  From iconic symbolism to narrator 
trustworthiness, The Great Gatsby provides excellent fodder for students practicing complex literary 
analysis.   

- Tess of D’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy 
o Thomas Hardy’s masterful control of language, complex exploration of themes such as innocence and 

victimization, and his seminole position in the Victorian era of literary history continue to place him as an 
essential author for AP Lit curricula.   

 
AP LIT Requirements in addition to the response journals: 
 In a college-level literature course, it is helpful if you use post-it notes or highlighting/underlining and margin notes to 
annotate importation sections of the text in preparation for classroom discussion.  Please have copies of your books 
available during the first weeks of school.   
 
AP LIT Response Paper 
After a careful reading of all three texts, students will write a response paper that meets the following guidelines.   

- Using How to Read Literature like a Professor as a resource and a reference text, write a 500 – 700 word essay that 
identifies a connection or a disparity between The Great Gatsby and ¢Ŝǎǎ ƻŦ 5Ω¦ǊōŜǊǾƛƭƭŜǎ. 

- Analyze the unique and specific ways that connection or disparity plays out in the two texts and its overall influence 
on the novels.   Your paper may focus on one or more elements of literary style and technique, storytelling 
elements such as plot construction, conflict and resolution, the role of setting, character development, symbolism, 
etc.   

- Use quotations from all three texts (including Iƻǿ ǘƻ wŜŀŘ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΧ) in your paper.   
- Focus your paper on analysis, not summary.  Assume that your audience has read the novels.  
- Do not write in first-person.   
- Follow standard MLA format, including in-text citation for quotations.  

(http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/ is a great reference on MLA)   
- The paper and your reading notes are due on the first day of class in August.  

 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/


Herron High School English Department: Reading Log Instructions and Requirements 

All students should complete their reading notes and logs in the following format 

Annotation:  As you read each the book/books you have chosen, use sticky notes or margin notes (if you own the book) 
to mark passages that seem noteworthy. Each passage may: 

· present a conflict 
· provide character detail (maybe you agree/disagree with a character’s actions, or maybe the passage sheds light 

on the character’s motives) 
· seem to foreshadow some future event 
· create a personal connection 
· remind you of a similar situation in another book you have read 
· cause you to question something 
· set a specific tone or mood 
· create confusion for you in understanding some aspect of the text 
· present an important symbol 
· include a recurring idea/action/event/theme/message 
· provoke a concrete emotional response such as anger, frustration, amusement, excitement, etc. 

 

Reading Log:  Once you have read a few chapters or sections of your text, begin writing your reading log. To do this, 
complete the following steps: 

1. Open a blank document in Microsoft Word or some similar word processing program  
2. Set margins at ½ inch on all four sides (left, right, top, bottom)  
3. Insert a table that has four columns and about four rows  
4. Label your columns (see example on attached page): Page/Line #, Chapter/Section, What the text says, What I say  
5. Adjust columns, allowing more room for the “What I say” column  
6. Type passages in the “What the text says” column, noting the page/line number and the chapter/ section number 

in the appropriate columns  
7. Type your reflection/response in the “What I say” column (refer to the list above for response ideas)  
8. Save your work and continue adding to your log as you read  
9. To add new rows, simply click in the last “What I say” box and press the tab key; a new row should automatically 

appear  
10. The Indianapolis Marion County Public Library system offers computers for student use. If you are unable to gain 

access to a computer, you may complete a neatly handwritten reading log in the same format.  

Requirements: 
Your reading log will be graded based on the following requirements: 

· You must complete one reading log for each required summer reading text 
· Selected passages should cover the text’s entirety (you must demonstrate you read and understand the entire 

text.)  To do this, you will need to complete a minimum of 10 entries for each journal.   
· Your reading log should be UNIQUE; it should include YOUR OWN thoughts and analysis about the characters, 

events and ideas in the text. You may use 1st person for this assignment. 

How will I be graded? 

Reading logs will be graded based on depth, adherence to the assignment specifications, grammatical and mechanical 
accuracy, and timeliness. Students will also have test over the content of their summer reading books during the 
second week of class; the test will consist of fact-based multiple choice questions and an in-class essay (you will pick 
an essay question out of three given possibilities). 



 

Reading log sample 
 
Your teacher 
Your class 
Date due (first day of school)  

Title of Book and Author’s Name 

Pg/Line Ch What the book says… What I say… 

35 3 

“I’ll have plenty of time to 
decide whether to go into 
the Corps or not when I’m 
in college, Dad.” 

I find it really sad that, for his whole life, Ben’s father has told 
him how his future will be. He seems to have no choice in the 
matter. If I were Ben I would feel really frustrated and like I had 
no choice over what I planned to do with my life. Ben’s father 
seems really unfair. 

41 4 

“He longed for a sense of 
place, of belonging, and of 
permanence. He wanted 
to live in one house, grow 
old in one neighborhood, 
and wanted friends whose 
faces did not change 
yearly.” 

I can’t imagine what it must have been like to move every 
single year. I lived in the same house my entire life—from the 
time I started kindergarten to the time I graduated from high 
school. To have to grow accustomed to new places, new rules, 
and to make new friends every year would be really tough, I 
think. 

48 5 

“You are a lady…and 
ladies don’t catch their 
tears in spoons and hurl 
them at their families. A 
lady grieves in silence. She 
always has a smile on the 
outside. She waits until 
she is alone to express her 
sorrow.” 

Can you believe Mrs. Meecham? Her daughter is crying and is 
obviously depressed, yet her mother simply tells her “ladies 
don’t cry.” The façade that Lillian expects Mary Anne to put on 
is, by my standards, emotionally damaging and unfortunate. I 
think this will really Mary Anne and mess her up later in life. 
Maybe this is why Mary Anne is always talking about death. It 
is sad that she is not allowed to express her true feelings. 

 

 


