Four Steps to Critiquing Art

1.  Description

Often the first thing you do when you look at a work of art is to say "I like it" or "I think that is a terrible piece of art!" It is very difficult not to jump to your opinions first. However, in order to make intelligent statements and educated guesses, we must follow the Art Critiquing Process and begin with Description. 
Description simply means to describe the picture. Tell what you see. Talk about the subject, the medium and any information you have gotten from reading the Credit Line, if there is one. This is NOT the place to add your opinions. You must be objective, like a detective who is surveying the scene of a crime and writing down only what they see.

2.  Analysis

The next step of the Art Critiquing Process is Analysis. Here is the section where you will express your thoughts about what the message of the artwork is. What idea does this work represent? How is this work organized? This section relies on your knowledge of the Elements and Principles of Design to articulate in an intelligent manner the information or clues you see in the work.  Using combinations of these, the artist creates the mood of the work or expresses a particular point of view or message.
3.  Interpretation

Here you are invited to express your opinions about what you think the artist meant. Now you have the opportunity to discuss what this work means to you.  It is here that you will ask yourself "What does this work say to me?" You can make guesses and inferences. However, these should be educated guesses and not just random guesses. 
You must be able to articulate, or express yourself intelligently using words, and provide insightful comments as to why you feel the mood or the meaning of the work is...? Interpretation is very personal. Understand that your interpretation of a work may differ greatly from someone else's. Just as people are different, so are our interpretations.
4.  Evaluation

Is a particular work of art successful? This is the question you must ask yourself during this final section of the Art Critiquing Process. Does the work have artistic merit? Everyone is going to have reasons for liking or disliking a work of art. Saying "I think this is good art" is not enough. If you followed the four steps of the Art Critiquing Process, you can probably explain why you like the work. How you value a work of art is a personal judgment. But, it is important that you recognize the importance of works of art and their contribution to the world we live in.
Visual Elements of Design

line
A visual element that is the path of a moving point through space.  It has the properties of direction, width, and length.

shape
The visual element that has two-dimensions:  height and width.  A space with a defined or implied boundary.  Two basic groups: geometric and organic.

form
The visual element that is three-dimensional; having height, width and depth.

color
A visual element that refers to what the eyes see when light is reflected off an object.  Hue, value and intensity are three properties of color.

texture
The visual element that refers to the way something feels or looks like it feels and can be actual or implied.

space
The visual element that refers to the area between, around, above, below and within objects.

Principles of Design

balance
A principle of art that is concerned with the sense of stability of the visual elements.  There are three types:  symmetrical, asymmetrical and radial.

emphasis
A principle of art that stresses one element of art, defines a center of interest or draws attention to certain areas with a work of art.

contrast
A principle of art that uses the differences between the visual elements to create variety, emphasis or interest.  

unity
A principle of art that is concerned with the sense of wholeness or completeness.

movement
A principle of art used to guide a viewer’s eye throughout the work.

rhythm
A principle of art in which the appearance of movement is created by the recurrence of elements.

pattern
Repetition of elements or motif.
