Syllabus and Classroom Expectations
English 12
Mr. Pappas
dpappas@herronhighschool.org
Introduction: 
Students in English 12/Romantic Period through Modern Period will learn, practice, and demonstrate mastery of reading, writing, and critical thinking skills essential for college success. Reading comprehension (genres, content, approach), writing (conventions, products, approach), vocabulary, and listening and speaking targets will be guided by the Grade 12 Indiana Academic Standards for English/Language Arts. Students will produce a minimum of two pieces of formal (out-of-class) writing (1200-1500 words in length) per each academic quarter.
In accordance with the specific interdisciplinary focus of Herron High School, English 12/Romantic Period through Modern Period literary selections will primarily be aligned with historical periods relating to world cultures between the years 1650 CE–present day.
Textbooks:
The primary textbooks for English 12 are The Word Within a Word (Royal Fireworks Press), which is used for vocabulary development, and Write for College (Houghton/Mifflin), which is a writing handbook.
Teaching Methods: 
· Cooperative Learning/Group work
· Literary readings and analysis
· Lecture and PowerPoint Presentation
· Socratic Questioning and Discussion
Other Texts of Study:
· A Modest Proposal (Jonathon Swift)

· The poetry of William Blake, William Wordsworth, and Lord Byron

· The Masque of the Red Death (Edgar Allan Poe)

· A Rose for Emily (William Faulkner)

· Jane Eyre (Charlotte Bronte)

· A Hero of Our Time (Mikhail Lermontov)

· The Plays of Shakespeare

· The Great Gatsby (F. Scott Fitzgerald)

· The literature of the Harlem Renaissance

· Their Eyes Were Watching God (Zora Neale Hurston)

· The Stranger (Albert Camus)

· The Metamorphosis (Franz Kafka)

Fall Semester Outline

Major Themes and Topics:

First Quarter: The Romantic Period and Early Victorian Period
SAT preparation
Satire as a tool for commentary and social change
Writing a resume
The Romantic Period
The literature of the Enlightenment
The power of language
How literature reveals the values of a given culture or time period
Meaning and the text
The early Victorian Period


Second Quarter: The Victorian Period to the Modern Era
Writing a college essay
Fate versus Free Will
The roles of men and women in society
The Byronic hero
Characteristics of drama
Shakespeare’s continued relevance
Spring Semester Outline

Major Themes and Topics:
Third Quarter: The Modern Period, Part 1
Literature and its historical context
The Modern period
The American Dream as explored in literature
The changing American Dream
Research paper

Fourth Quarter: The Modern Period, Part 2
What shapes a worldview
Insiders versus Outsiders 
How actions/behavior affects others’ perception of an individual
Autobiography
General Expectations

1. Expect to come to class every day prepared and willing to learn. Class will be much more enjoyable if everyone shows up with all necessary materials and willingness to learn. You are expected to be in your seat when the bell rings with all necessary materials. That means bring your binder, textbook, paper and a pen/pencil to every class.  As soon as you are seated immediately begin working on the bell work activity posted on the white board.

2. Do your own work. Cheating and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. If students are caught cheating all involved will receive zero credit for the assignment. You are expected to do your own work to the best of your ability.

3. Keep an open mind and be respectful at all times.  If you come to class with a willingness to explore new ideas, you will find the study of English very rewarding. The more open-minded you are, the more you’ll enjoy coming to class. We will discuss controversial issues in class, and you will all have a chance to express your opinions on these matters. Class discussion cannot be effective in a climate of intolerance. Be prepared to ask questions and to listen to perspectives of others.

4. Take class seriously. If you do what’s asked of you, you will get the grade you deserve in this class. If you do not--or if you do your work with a minimum of effort or with a poor attitude--you will find it much more difficult to pass the course. 
5. Have FUN. Learning can sometimes  be intimidating, but it is also a great deal of fun. Don’t take yourself too seriously, and have fun along the way.
HHS Universal Behavior Policies (as per the Student Handbook)

1) Act courteously toward each other, teachers, administrators, substitute teachers, aides, and HHS guests.

2) Use only school-appropriate and responsible language.

3) Remain awake, alert, and task-focused in class and seminars at all time. NO SLEEPING!

4) Bring appropriate materials to class.

5) Do NOT bring food, drinks, gum, or candy of any kind into the classroom.

6) Complete all personal grooming prior to attending class.

7) Students are not to use cell phones, MP3 or CD players at any time during the school day.

8) Students must be on time and in their seats when class begins or they will be marked tardy.

Consequences
1) First Offense:  verbal warning
2) Second Offense:  detention and parent contact

3) Further Offenses:  parent conference or disciplinary referral to administration

Grading Procedures

Grades will be determined based on a points system.  Major paper, projects, and tests will be awarded a great point value, whereas smaller assignments (homework, quizzes, bell work) will be worth fewer points. Grades will be updated on PowerSchool at least once a week. Parents and students are encouraged to check grades regularly, and email me with any questions or concerns.  If a student has a grade of NG, I will initiate contact with parents.
Note:  Students will be required to take a cumulative final exam at the end of each semester.  The final exam will be worth 10% of a students overall semester grade.

Re-assessment

After any major assessment (project or test), a student will be permitted two (2) school days from the time the assessment is returned until the end of the period the next time class meets to schedule a re-assessment. It will always be the responsibility of the student to approach me about re-assessment. I will require that students first schedule a meeting with me before or after school prior to any re-assessment. Re-assessments will be scheduled before or after school in room 004 (not in seminar).

Grading Scale (per the Student Handbook)
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Late Work Policy

Written assignments are due at the beginning of class unless otherwise specified. Assignments not turned in at that time will be considered late. You will have two LATE WORK PASSES that you can use for written assignments (NOT SPEECHES) for the semester. 

If the original copy of an assignment is lost, locate a copy from another student. I will not make additional copies for students.

Absent Policy

Students with excused absences will be given the same number of days they were out to make up their work.  If a student has an excused absence on a day when an assignment is due, the assignment must be turned in the next class. If the absence occurs on a test day, students must make up the test in a timely manner. 
If you have questions or need additional instructions please see me before/after class (not during instruction time) so that I am able to address your questions fully.
Tardy Policy

Students will be counted tardy if he/she enters class after the bell rings.  If a student is tardy more than twice, he/she will be assigned a detention for each additional tardy.  If a student is more than 20 minutes late, the student will receive an unexcused absence.  

Passes

I will issue passes only in the case of emergencies.  Make sure that you get materials and/or use the restroom prior to the start of class. 
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